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AUDI BRINGS OUT THE BEST IN TWIN CUP CHALLENGE

The 2008 Audi Twin Cup Challenge brought
out the best in UTI's Audi Academy gradu-
ates. Held in stages throughout 2008, the
three-round competition tested the knowl-
edge and skills of thousands of Audi tech-
nicians who competed for top honors.

The first round of the Challenge was a
50-question on-line exam. Contestants
had 12-days to complete the questionnaire
which required an extensive amount of

“This year's Twin Cup Challenge revealed
a particularly significant trend. Out of all
the technicians who advanced to the third
round of competition, nearly half were Audi
Academy graduates. This state-of-the-art
training program is clearly attracting the
kind of highly qualified and motivated
individuals who are helping Audi and the
dealers offer an industry-leading service
experience. We are pleased to extend the

research. For those
technicians who ad-
vanced to the second
round, an even tough-
er on-line exam with
50 additional ques-
tions was adminis-
tered. Round three
consisted of a hands-
on examination in At-
lanta, GA which test-
ed the efforts and
use of Audi-specific
repair procedures.

The exciting results

Thefinal “hands-on"stage «q
of the competition had
41 participants and 20 of
them were Audi Academy
graduates who took first,

second and fourth place.

recognition and re-
wards these dedicat-
technician  de-
serve,” said Nancy
Chesley, Audi Man-
ager, After Sales
Marketing & Com-
munication.

More specifically, 740
techs who took part in
the Challenge through
the on-line exams. The
final “hands-on” stage
of the competition had
41 participants and 20

of the Twin Cup Challenge were announced
in November. And this year, first place was
awarded to Audi Academy graduate, Noah
Zibung, who works at Sunnyside Automo-
tive in Middleburg Heights, Ohio. Second
place was also awarded to an Audi Acade-
my graduate, Ed Furness of Maplewood
Audi in Maplewood, Minnesota.

of them (49%) were Audi Academy graduates
who took first, second and fourth place.

Both Noah and Ed were awarded with cash
prizes for their top finishes as well as an all-
expense paid trip for two to St. Thomas in
the Virgin Islands in April. Perhaps more ex-
citing are the opportunity to be a part of the
Audi of America team which will compete
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at the International Twin Cup Competition.
Expected to be held in Europe in June, Noah
and Ed will compete against techs from 35
other countries and work hard to earn a top
place finish for North America

Noah'’s first place finish is a tremendous ac-
complishment for a technician who has
been in the field for six years, but competed
in the Challenge for the first time.

“It hasn't fully sunk in what I've accom-
plished,” said Noah. “It's an honor to win,
and the money and trips are great, but what
this competition has given me is a tremen-
dous amount of confidence. A big piece of
being a skilled technician is to have confi-
dence and winning the Challenge certainly
made that true for me.”

Another young technician, Ed has been at
his dealership for four years and believes
his UTI education helped prepare him for
success in the Challenge.

“The written test was a lot like taking an
exam at UTI, so that part of the Challenge
came naturally for me,” he said. “Going to
UTI and the Audi Academy definitely give
me an edge and it feels really good to be
showcasing my skills like this.”

Both Noah and Ed plan to enter the Twin
Cup Challenge again. But, first up, it's time
to bring a first place finish home for North
America. Good Luck!
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